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EPISTLE FROM THE YEARLY MEETING 01^ 

PHILADELPHIA, TO ITS MEETINGS 

AND MEMBERS. 

Dear Friends : 

Being permitted to assemble in the capacity of a Yearly 
Meeting, and through the condescending goodness of the 
blessed Head of the Church, to experience a living concern 
for the welfare of the body, our minds have been turned 
toward our absent brethren and sisters, with feelings of gos- 
pel love and sympathy ; desiring that all may be strength- 
ened and encouraged under the various trials and difficul- 
ties which attend us ; and we are engaged to spread before 
you, for your serious consideration, some of the exercises 
which have occupied this meeting. 

In considering the state of our religious Society as exhi- 
bited by the answers to the queries, the minds of Friends 
were affected with sorrow, by the reported neglect of many 
of the members to assemble with their brethren for the dis- 
charge of the primary duty of worshipping our Father who 
is in heaven, from whom we receive the countless blessings 
we enjoy, and who has the first claim on the dedication of 
our time, our talents, and whatsoever we possess. 

Most of the reports state that this neglect is especially 
observable in the meetings held near the middle of the 
week ; which leads to the fear that those who practice it 
are trying to satisfy their consciences by attending on First- 
days, when the sacrifice cost them little or nothing, but are 



unwilling In leave tlicir temporal coneerns at other times; 
and arc thus in danger of settling themselves in a, eorronful 
Btato of iadifferenee and earthly inindedness. We would 
aflbvtionately entreat such tn consider that gracious promisBj 
" Seek je first the kingdom of God and hia righleoueneaa, 
andall these things shall be added unto you;" and, in hum- 
ble trust and obedience, regularly to attend all their reli- 
gious meetings. 

Where the fulfilment of the groat and indispensable duty 
of loving the Lord with all our hearts is earnestly and stead- 
fastly pressed after, we shall gladly avail ourselves of op* 
portunities of uniting with our brethren in endeavoring to 
draw near to Ilim, in reverent prostration, for the re- i 
newal of our strength ; and though our meetings may be 
small, and often held in sileDCC, tliis will not discourage us 
from a diligent attendance, or from a fervent wrestling in 
them for a blessing ; remembering the eonaolalory words of 
our dear Redeemer, "I will not leave your eomfortlcss — 
I will come unto you," — and again, " Where two or three 
ure gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst 
of them." . 

The testimony borne by our religious Society, from its 
Srst rise, to the spiritual natuirc of all acceptable worship ; 
that it is not dependent on any thing which ono man i 
do for anotlier, hut must be performed by each aoul for it- | 
self, through Christ Jesus our holy Mediator, and that^it ii 
oqually attainable in a state of true silence, as when there 
is vocal niterance ; is, we believe, very important to be faith- 
fully and publicly upheld. In tliis day of abundant activity, 
and of dependence on outward peri'ormanees. 

Those who come to their religious meetings under a senM 
of tlicir needs ; and when there, really hunger and thirat for 
tlic bread and water of life ; will, in the Lord's lime, know 
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their souls to be refreshed and comforted ; and, having tasted 
of the preciousness of inward and spiritual communion 
with Him, they will not only have no desire to attend at 
places where there are formal stated services, under the cha- 
racter of worship ; but will feel themselves religiously re- 
strained from violating our Christian testimony against a 
man-made and hireling ministry, and to the supremacy and 
all-sufficiency of Christ in his church, as well as to that wor- 
ship which is in spirit and in truth. 

The religious training of children and youth ; early sub- 
jecting their wills ;. forming habits of ready obedience and 
strict truthfulness ; and endeavoring to lead them to Christ 
Jesus, the good Shepherd, that they may happily be in- 
duced to take his yoke and cross upon them, and follow 
him, deeply concerns both their individual welfare and the 
prosperity of the church. 

The success of parents and caretakers in the discharge of 
this incumbent duty, will depend very much upon having 
their own spirits daily subjected to the government of the 
Spirit of Truth, and clothed with the love of Christ, which 
is the foundation of right authority ; and being joined, as it 
must always be, to a consistent, self-denying example, 
will have a powerful, and generally a prevailing influence 
over the youthful inind. 

We would affectionately encourage our dear young friends 
to give diligent heed to the pious admonitions and counsels 
of their parents and caretakers ; and to the still small voice 
of their dear Redeemer, speaking to them in the secret of 
the soul, and calling them to surrender the whole heart to 
Him. He is the way, the truth and the life-r— the only door 
into the fold of rest; by whom we must enter if ever we 
find it. Be not ashamed, dear young Friends, of his cross 
and yoj^e; buj;, with holy magnanipaity, strfve, through jiis 
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• assistance, daily to show in your conduct, conversation, 
dress, anil walk in ihe world, that you are, abovo all tlitu^ J 
desiring to be the hmnblc foUowera of the meek and lowly ■ 
Saviour. 

As your own wills are thus Bubjected to hlfl, he will maka J 
hard thiuga easy, and hitter tljings swectj will etrengthea I 
you in your weaknesB, help you over your difficulties, coiii*J^ 
fort you by the incomes of hia love j and, if you persevei 
in faith and faithfulness, will ^ive you a good hope of etor*J 
nal life through his mercy. 

The diligent and serious perusal of ihe Holy Seriptureo, ] 
both in families, and by individuals more privately, is > 
duty which our religious Society has long been concerned 
to press upon ita members ; and we have at this time a&esh 
felt its importance, and dcsir« affectionately to revive tlie 
recommendation of it. 

Wc helieve a blessing has often attended the frequent 
assembling of families, and reading a portion of tlie Scrip* ' 
tures of Truth, with minds humbly turned to the Lord, to 
receive such instruction as he may see meet to impart. 
Many, who tire now fur advanced in years, can rccii 
sueh opportunities in their childhood, as seasons of h 
tendering visitation, in which their understandings wen 
Divinely enlightened, and desires raised after tlie savin 
knowledge of the Truth. 

The benefit we derive will depend very much on the slate 
of mind in which wo perform the duty. 

A cold, cavilling, or criticising spirit; a disposition toct 
prohend the truths of salvation by the unassisted intellee- j 
lunl powers, or by recourse to eommentatoTB, who oftMi J 
darken counsel by words without right knowledge; will.l 
mar the benefit wo might receive ; while a stuto of bumble,'] 
phildlilfe dependance on the tcocbiug of the Uoly Spirit, J 



which gave- the Scriptures forth; and only can rightly open 
and apply them, will receive the blessing, and know them 
to be made " profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc- 
tion, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works/' 

The guarded education of the children of Friends under 
teachers in membership with us, and in schools where they 
may be sheltered from the contaminating influence of evil 
examples and indiscriminate association, and may have the 
opportunity of daily hearing or reading the Holy Scriptures ; 
has engaged the solid consideration of this meeting, and 
been felt to be intimately connected with the best interests 
of the youth, and of the Society. 

We feel for those of our brethren and sisters, who are 
situated in places where the only easily accessible semina- 
ries are the public District schools. 

The state of warfare unhappily prevailing in our land, 
and the military spirit it has so widely diffused, have in- 
fluenced the course of instruction and the discipline, in 
some of these schools ; and added another to the weighty 
objections previously existing against them, as places for 
the education of the children of F.riends. Impressions 
made in childhood and youth are the most permanent ; and 
it is of great importance that parents should scrupulously 
guard their offspring against the danger of imbibing, either 
at home or at school, those which may lead to a disesteem 
of our Christian principles and testimonies, and prove last- 
ingly prejudicial to their highest interests. 

Where the mind is deeply impressed, aS it ought to be, 
with this conviction, and willing to make the necessary pe- 
cuniary sacrifice for the religious welfare of a child, we be- 
lieve, in most cases, some way would open for attaining it ] 



I and tiint. a bkssiiig would rci^nlt tlierefrom both to parenU 
I mnd their cliildren. 

Wc would encourage tliose who have assumed the Tetrjf 1 
y responsible and useful calling of school teachersj not to return 
aftlbtttid with merely iuipurling literary and BcientiGc know-] 
ludgo to the interesting objects of their care j hut rei 
that a much higher and more important duty dcvolreM^I 
npon them ; sedulously to watch over their moral and reli- 
gious traiuiag, endeavoring by precept and example, to 
draw them lo that which is good, and to guard them 
agwnst evil. And tliough their tender and affectionate 
counsel and labor may not at once bo effectual, yet not to 
yield to discouragement, but patiently persevere in their 
effortfl ; and we believe a blessing wiU attend thia Chriatiaii 
ooncern ; the reward of peace will more than compensate 
for the caercise; and, like biead cast upon the waters, thai 
good effects of it may be seeu after many dayn. 

While feeling the importance of this sheltered schoglj 

education, we are also convinced that home is the propekl 

place for the moral and religious training of youth — 

if ever rightly accomplished, it must be begun and cai 

on fkerf, under a real concern for the well being of tiia 1 

children ; and that no school-training, however unexceptioo* . 

able, can excuse parents from the solemn responsibility] 

I which rests upon them, to perform this imperative duty. 

The family Is a divine institution, designed for the ua 

tual help and comfort of parents and children; and tbafl 

I right use of it is peculiarly blessed by its holy Author. W^^ 

f iwlieve rightly concerned parents will appreciate and i 

I prove the many opportunitiaa it affords for imparting use&ll 

■ leaBOns; will strive to have their children as much as pOBsibl«¥ 

L-witb them, and under their own care and instruction; and J 

Vatch against whatever would unnecessarily deprive them.J 
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of their company, or interfere with this Christian care and 
oversight, especially on the First-day of the week. 

It has been cause of sorrow and concern to find by the 
reports, that some of our members, for want of watchfulness, 
or from an unwillingness to confess Christ before men, have 
violated our well-known testimony to the peaceable nature 
and requirements of the Gospel. Since it has pleased Divine 
Providence to permit our beloved country to be visited with 
the awful calamity of war, the wickedness and demoraliza- 
tion ever attendant upon it have been deplorably manifested 
in many places, and the suffering and sorrow necessarily 
produced are being largely felt among our fellow-citizens 5 
giving fresh evidence of the truth of the apostolic declara- 
tion that war springs from the corrupt lusts of man's fallen 
nature. From all these and their results the Christian is 
bound to seek for redemption ; and, by yielding to the 
regenerating power of Christ's Spirit in the heart, to be 
brought within the safe enclosure of his peaceable kingdom. 

It has pleased the Head of the church to give our Reli- 
gious Society a 'clear view of the incompatibility of strife 
and bloodshed with the gospel, which, as it breathes ^' peace 
on earth, good will to men," so it forbids all wrath and re- 
venge,* and enjoins the cultivation of love to dll; and that 
we seek to overcome evil with good. Our testimony against 
all war and fighting is founded on the precious precepts 
contained in tlie New Testament, and the immediate open- 
ings made on the mind by the same Spirit which dictated it ; 
and earnest are our desires that all who profess with 
Friends may be constantly on the watch, that, in simplicity 
and godly sincerity, they may faithfully uphold this Chris^ 
tian testimony, and by the manifestation of the truth in 
their consistent conduct, commend it and themselves to 
every man's conscience in the sight of God. 
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We are sei'Ioutly imjircsaed willi thu gretit rci*iioiiBibilifc| 
reatiog upon all our members, iu the preacnt lime of c 
motiuD and bloodsbecl, in out beloved country, and the k 
ligious obligation binding ua all to seek for etrengt 
worlby of the vocation whorcwith wc are called, with all 
lowliness and meekness, emleavoring to keep the unity of 
the Spirit ia the bond of pcaue. 

For our dear frienda who are liable to military draft, and 
who may thus be called on to give practical evidence of 
their atlAchment to this rigbtcous testimony, our hearts are 
wanned with affectionate eolicitudc. Accept, wo entreat 
jou, the word of exhortation to allow no escitement of 
feeling, no sophistical reasoning, nor the fear of suffering, 
to induce you to depart from the plain path of duty, or 
to betray the cause of (he Prince of peace. Remember 
the seriouB eonscijucncos tLat may result from the course 
each one of you pursues in this matter, both as regards 
own future welfare and peace of mind, and the influeaceUi 
example may exert upon others ; and be willing ti 
Christ before men, saying in both language and conduct, ii 
did the primitive bcHcTerB, " we are Christians and thei 
furc cannot fight." 

Many Friends, in times gone by, have suffered deeply S 
liberty of conscience, prefening to take the spoiling of their 
goods, or the loss of personal freedom, rather than violale 
their religious convictions, or voluntarily pay a fine for 
sot doing that which they knew would bo sinful. Should 
a like trial come upon any of you, we are persuaded that, oa 
jou are concerned to stand simply and humbly upon the 
same ground of religious duty, looking to tlic Lord for help 
and prcscrvalion, you will be mercifully Bupported under 
whatever may be peruiitlcd to eouic upon you, and rcc«ive 

roWBrd fur your foilbfulocBp, of fur more value In you, 
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than all that may be exacted by unjust laws or unreasonable 
men. 

We would recommend to our subordinate meetings, and 
their concerned members, to watch over the dear young 
people for good, and as circumstances may require, and ihe 
way open for it, tenderly to counsel and encourage, or as- 
sist them ; that so all may labor harmoniously for the up- 
holding of this, and all our other religious testimonies. 

We may thankfully acknowledge that we hav^ bee» 
mercifully favored in this meeting with a renewed sense of 
the Lord's love and goodness, uniting our spirits in harmo- 
nious travail for the welfare one of another ; and fervenfc 
desires have been raised, that we may all know our heartg 
humbled and softened by the precious cementing influences 
of this love ; and, through the grace of our Lord Jesug 
Christ, labor to build up ourselves, and one another, on ouj: 
most holy faith ; that so through entire dedication to Hin^^ 
and the sanctification of his Spirit, we may become *'a 
spiritual house, an holy priesthood, prepared to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.'^ 

Signed on behalf and by direction of the Meeting afore- 
said : 

JOEL EVANS, 

Clerk this year^ 
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